
 

 

 One-third of American students never graduate from high school!
i
 

 Only half of all students of color graduate high school.
ii
  There are between 900- 1,000 American high 

schools in which graduating is at best a 50/50 proposition.
iii

     

 The situation is especially dismal for students in our nation’s largest high-poverty urban districts, where 

as few as a third of all students graduate.
iv

   

 Of those students who do graduate, roughly one-third are unprepared for college-level academics.
v
 At 

community colleges, where much of our next generation of technology workers receive their training 

and apprenticeships, that number jumps to 43 percent.
vi

 

 Those who have dropped out of school are at high risk of incarceration. 75% of state prison inmates and 

59% of federal inmates did not finish high school.
vii

 

 Nearly 6 million youth (ages 16 – 24) are not in school and do not have a job.
viii

  

 Teens are finding it harder than ever to find a job. Only 26% of 16-19 year olds are working.
ix

 Less than 

15% of black teens are working.
x
  This is the lowest employment rate for teens in 62 years since this data 

has been collected.
 xi

 

 Work experiences in high school increases the likelihood of graduation from high school relative to 

those who do not work at all.
xii

  

 Researchers have identified the cohorts of youth who rarely make a successful transition to adulthood. 

They are the 14-17 year old adolescents that do not complete high school, or are deeply involved in the 

juvenile justice system, or are young, unmarried mothers, or in a foster placement.
xiii

  

 Opportunity for high school dropouts to resume education and training has diminished.  The federal 

investment in programs recovery programs for disconnected youth has dropped from $15 billion in the 

late 1970s, at a time when school completion was peaking, to $3 billion in 2005.
xiv
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